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Abstrak : Penggunaan tehnik pembelajaran kontekstual dalam pengajaran 
menulis teks deskriptif efektif untuk meningkatkan pemahaman siswa akan teks 
deskriptif. Hal ini dibuktikan dari hasil belajar siswa pada siklus pertama dan 
siklus kedua. Nilai mean pada siklus pertama adalah 52.7 yang dikategorikan 
dibawah standard ketuntasan. Sedangkan pada siklus kedua nilai mean yang 
dicapai adalah 77.1 yang dapat dikategorikan diatas standard ketuntasa. Nilai 
mean mengindikasikan bahwa kemampuan siswa dalam menulis teks deskriptif 
meningkat dengan menggunakan teknik pembelajaran kontekstual. Melalui 
penelitian ini penulis dapat menunjukkan bahwa kemampuan siswa menulis teks 
deskriptif dapat meningkat dengan menggunakan teknik pembelajaran kotekstual. 
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Abstract : Using contextual teaching and learning technique in teaching 
desriptive writing was effective to improve the achievement in writing a 
descriptive text. It was shown by the students’ score achievement from the first 
cycle to the second cycle. The mean score of the first cycle is 52.7. It is  
categorized below the students’ standard achievement. The mean score of the 
second test is 77.1. It is categorized above the students’ standard achievement. 
The mean score indicated the improvement on the students’ descriptive sentence 
writing achievement by teaching use contextual teaching and learning approach. 
At the second cycle there were more improvement on students’ descriptive 
sentence writing. The result was better than the first result. Through this research 
the writer shows that the students’ descriptive sentence writing achievement can 
be improved by using contextual teaching and learning technique. 
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One of the subjects taught in teaching English is writing. In teaching writing 
teacher should give many teaching activities. It is because to be able to write 
something relates to the topic, students need to have writing experience. In writing 
something, students not only should write something based on the topic given, but 
also should consider with certain rules in writing, such as the used correct 
punctuation and the used of correct sentence structure.   
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The purpose of teaching writing is to improve students’ ability to function 
effectively in such written context. It means that in teaching writing teacher 
should be able to teach on how writing something based on the text type. In 
teaching writing a certain text type, teacher should explain about the grammatical 
features that are commonly used in the text, the generic structures of the text and 
the ideas development related to the writing topic. Therefore, teaching writing 
should be done in some process before students can develop their own writing. 
Students need a lot of practices to apply their writing ability. Commonly the 
problem faced by students in writing is to develop ideas. They do not know how 
to arrange their ideas in a good structure. Hence the teacher must be able to apply 
teaching technique to solve the students’ problem. 
According to Harmer (1998:79) the most important reason for teaching 
writing is a basic language skill, as important as speaking, listening and reading. 
Students need know how to write letter, how to know some of writing special 
conventions (punctuation, paragraph construction, etc) just as they need to know 
how to pronounce spoken English appropriately.Writing is one of the language 
skills. It is generally defined as the activity of transferring ideas to written forms 
although they just study to write and to pronounce a single word. In writing skill, 
students start writing words, then arranging them into sentences and the last 
making paragraphs. Surely, writing is not easy as the students think, because they 
should use correct dictions, chronologies, and spelling of word.  According to 
Oshima and Hogue (2006:2) writing is never a one-step action; that has several 
steps. The writing process has steps or procedures which must be carried out by 
the learners. There are many texts that the students have known such as; 
descriptive text, narrative text, exposition text, procedure text, report, etc. 
  In other word, writing has more than one step. In writing, the students must 
follow some processes to create good writing. These processes can help them to 
write based on the ideas flow. Grenville (2001:11) explains steps in writing 
proces. The steps are getting ideas, choosing ideas, outliningm drafting, revising 
and editing. Each of step is discussed in the following paragraphs. 
Getting ideas means how the students can get the idea to write something. 
Ideas come from a lot of places, but the one place they never, even come from 
sheet of blank paper. It means that getting ideas is the first step in writing process. 
This allows the writer to brainstorm whatever ideas they have in their mind. All 
the ideas will complete each other. In getting the idea for writing there are some 
ways can be applied. They are making a list, making a clustering diagram, 
researching or independent investigation, and free writing. In making a 
list(brainstorming) is the best way to get started with writing. One doesn’t have to 
write a list, but think quickly and write anything that comes to mind. Making a 
cluster diagram is a kind of list, but it develops idea into little clusters of like-
minded ideas. This will be very helpful to start writing. Researching or 
independent investigation means finding some information to use in writing. The 
obvious place to do research is in books, but one can also do it on the Net from 
videos and by gathering own information first-hand (doing interviews, conducting 
experiments, etc). And the last is free writing. Free writing (or speedwriting or 
free-associating) mean to write anything without any rules in writing. It is a good 
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way to let unconcious give ones ideas because it lets one access the memory, 
experiences and knowledge. 
In choosing ideas, the focus on looking for idea and assess the idea into 
thetopic. In this step the writer chose the potential idea that can be developed into 
sentences. The next is outlining. An outline is a list of all the ideas that are going 
to be developed into sentences. In order to make an outline, one needs to know 
basically she or he is going to write or what the theme is. The the next step is 
drafting. Drafting is moment to start writing. This allows ones to put down ideas 
on a little piece of writing once they have finished working with getting ideas, 
choosing ideas, and outlining. The writer has to consider some important aspects 
when drafting, such as; great opening sentence, writing style (both formal and 
informal), choice of words, and sentence structure. Revising literally means “re-
seeing”. It is about fixing the bigger, structural problems and, if necessary, “re-
seeing the whole shape of sentences. Revising does not mean fixing problems 
such as grammar and spelling. That is what is called “editing”. And the last step is 
editing. Basically editing means making the sentence flow in a clear, easy-to-read 
way. It also means bringing the piece of writing into line with accepted ways of 
using English. Using appropriate grammar for the purposes of the genre, 
appropriate punctuation and spelling and appropriate sentences or paragraphing. 
Based on the theory above the writer concluded that in writing someone can not 
make it directly into sentence. He or she must prepare the draft about he or she 
will write. The draft is about the topic and supporting ideas related to the writing 
topic.  
The purpose of the research is to investigate the effectiveness of contextual 
teaching and learning technique in teaching descriptive writing. In this thesis the 
sentence type is descriptive sentence. It means that the theory of sentence writing 
can support this thesis.  
Sentence structure refers to what a sentence is, what the four basic kinds of 
sentences in English (simple sentences, compound sentences, complex sentences, 
and compound-complex sentences), what sentence combining is and how to use 
connecting words (conjunction). A sentence is a group of words that contains at 
least one subject and one verb and expresses a complete thought. In this research 
the students wrote the sentences to descibe something.  
The primary purpose of descriptive writing is to describe a  person, place or 
thing in such away that a picture is formed in the reader's mind.  It does not tell 
the reader that the flower is beautiful, it shows them the flower is beautiful.  The 
reader feels like he/she is a part of the writer's experience of the subject. 
According to Null (2003:9) defines descriptive writing as a text that gives a clear 
picture of a person, place, idea or thing”. Meanwhile Provost (2009:1) says that a 
descriptive text includes details that appeals to the five senses: sight, taste, touch, 
smell and hearing. In a descriptive paragraph, the writer must convey information 
that appeals to all the senses – touch, taste, sight, smell and sound – in order to 
give the best possible description to the readerSome prompts that teachers may 
use when they want a descriptive piece of writing are describe a place, a person or 
event; tell about a place, a person or event; relate what happened at an event. 
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According to the local based curriculum, the fifth frade students of primary 
school, one of the topic they must learn is descriptive sentence. In the syllabus 
developed, the students should be able to write simple descriptive sentences. 
Because of that the writer was interested to conduct a research on descriptive 
writing. Because of that the writer is interested to conduct a research on 
descriptive writing.  
Contextual Teaching and Learning is a conception of teaching and learning 
that helps teachers relate subject matter content to real word situation and 
motivate students to make connection between knowledge and its application to 
their lives as family, citizens, and workers and engage in the hard work that 
learning requires. 
According to Jhonson (2002:25) the contextual teaching and learning 
system is an educational process that aims to help students relates the the real 
context of the learners with the subject they are learning. To achieve this aim, the 
system encomapsses the following seven components, contructivism, questioning 
and inquiry, learning community, modelling, reflection, and authentic assesment. 
The writer concludes that CTL is the method that helps students relating 
subject matter content to real world situations and motivating students to make 
connections between knowledge and its applications to their lives as family 
members, citizens, and workers and engaging in hard work that learning requires. 
In such an environment, students can discover meaningful relationship between 
abstract ideas and practical applications in the context of the real world. Concept 
is internalized throgh process of discovering, reinforcing and relating.  
 
METHOD 
In this research the writer conducted action research. Dawson (2002:16) 
remarks that ‘in action research, the researcher works in close collaboration with a 
group of people to improve a situation in a particular setting’. Thus, both teacher 
and students are required to get involved actively in classroom activity. Action 
researchers call this cyclical process of ‘think – do – think’ the action research 
cycle (sometimes referred to as the action research spiral).  
Kemmis and McTaggart in Koshy (2005:4) describes it as participatory 
research. The authors maintain that action research involves a spiral of self-
reflective spirals of planning stage, action stage, observing stage and reflecting 
stage.  
These are the stages of classroom action research: 
1. Planning stage 
In conducting this study, the writer prepared strategy of  teaching consider to 
facilitate the students writing activity. The real context of classroom was made 
by the writer that could facilitate the students to increase their descriptive 
sentence writing. The writer also prepared lesson plan for cycle 1 relate to the 
material that will be studied in each cycle of the research. The lesson plan for 
the each cycle focused on the contextual teaching and learning technique to 
teach writing descriptive sentences. In order to support the data collection, also 
designed the research instruments, such as observation check list, field notes 
and speaking test. The lesson plan for the second cycle made based on the 
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result   ybof the first cycle. The lesson plan of the second cycle covered the 
weaknesses had been found based on the observation check list, field note and 
the students’ writing achievement in the first cycle.    
2. Action stage 
The writer acted in classroom as a teacher then treats the students with the 
media. In conducting the study, the research implemented during school hours. 
It was done for about a month. The actions were done in two cycles.  
3. Observing stage 
The writer worked with a collaborator to observe what was happening in 
teaching learning process. In this classroom action research, the function of 
observation was to observe the activities when the action was applied by the 
researcher in the classroom. Based on the observation and the test result, the 
writer and the collaborator analyzed the strong and weak points in each cycle. 
The result of the analysis was used in the reflecting stage as the reflection of 
the teaching learning process in each cycle.  
4. Reflecting stage 
Based on observation result and students’ score, the writer conducted the 
reflection of the teaching learning process.  It was done to evaluate the first 
cycle in order to improve the teaching learning process in the next cycle. After 
the three steps: planning, acting and observing were conducted, the writer and 
the collaborator will discuss the outcome of the treatment. The result in the 
observation stage that record the weak and strong point in each cycle, the 
writer and the teacher collaborator will make a plan the teaching learning 
process by using cue card for the next cycle.  It is expected that the problem 
would not occur in the next treatment. 
 
 
Modified from Hopkins 2000 
Scheme 1  
Steps Of Classroom Action Research 
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Action research works if the changing individually equally with culture of 
groups, institution and society where they come from. For example by applying 
steps in cycles of action research teacher can analyze the weaknesses of teaching 
learning process and the students’ learning achievement. By having the result of 
the analysis, teacher can use the appropriate teaching technique and then focus to 
the weaknesses. The improvement can be happened in each cycle.  
The subjects of this research were class 5B students of MIN Bangka 
Belitung 1 Pontianak. There were 35 students in this class. The students have 
learnt English since they were on the first grade of primary school. In collecting 
the data the writer applied measurement test and observation.  
In this research, the writer will use observation and measurement technique. 
The writer will use observation technique to observe of what is happening during 
teaching and learning process. The measurement technique will be applied to 
measure of students’ achievement in writing descriptive sentence.  
The tools of data collecting are writing task and observation check lsit table. 
In writing task the teacher asked the students to write the descriptive sentence 
based on things in the classroom. The result of each cycle was compared to 
investigate the students’ achievement during their writing practice. In observation 
check list table Observation check list table is used to record the important events 
that appear during teaching learning process when the treatment is applied 
In relation to the problem formulation and form of this research, technique of 
data analysis is analyzing the students’ ability to write descriptive sentence. This 
action will be successful to improve the students’ writing ability if the students’ 
achievement of each meeting will be developed. In the other words, the technique 
of data analysis will be done by comparing the results of students’ progress in test 
through observation checklist table and field note. In analyzing the students’ 
progress of writing , the researcher used  formulas as follows: 
1. Individual Score  
To compute the class performance, the writer used the formula of mean score. 
All individual scores were summed and divided by the number of students in 
the class. 
 
M =   
𝚺𝐗
𝐒
   
Table 1 
The Classification of Scoring 
Item  Specification  
M Mean score 
𝚺𝐗 Sum of individual score 
S Number of students 
 
2. The observation check list table 
In analyzing the qualitative data the writer used observation check list table, 
listed in the appendix. The observation check list table is a list of the activities 
done by the students in teaching learning process.  
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In analyzing the data the writer used the scoring profile. The students’ 
writing  achievement will be measured based on the minimum achievement of 
fifth grade students of MIN Bangka Belitung Pontianak in the academic year 
2011/2012. The minimum achievement is 66≥points. The items in the description 
are as follows: 
 
Table 2 
The Scoring Rubric 
 
 
Criteria 
 
 
Scoring Rubric  
 
Total 
Structure 
(10-40) 
Diction 
(10-30) 
Vocabulary Used to 
Describe 
person/thing/place 
(10-30) 
Poor Students can not 
use the to be 
correctly 
because they  
make more than 
8 mistakes 
Students can 
not make a 
good 
descriptive 
sentence 
There are more 8 
mistakes in using 
vocabulary to describe 
person/thing/place 
 
Fair There are 4-7 
mistakes in 
using to be 
The 
descriptive 
sentences are 
awkward but 
can be 
understood 
by the reader 
 
There are 4-7 
mistakes in using 
vocabulary to describe 
person/thing/place 
 
Good There is no 
mistake in using 
to be 
The 
descriptive 
sentences can 
be understood 
by the reader 
There is no mistake in 
using vocabulary to 
describe 
person/thing/place 
 
 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Result 
The classroom action research had been conducted in two cycles. The 
teacher implemented cotextual teaching learning in helping the students to have 
ideas when they describe their class. Then, the writer asked the students to do the 
writing tasks individually at the end of each cycle. After that, the writer computed 
the individual students’ score to obtain the score. Also, both the researcher 
observed the students’ behavior during teaching learning process. In addition, the 
teacher made a note about what were happening in the classroom in order to 
obtain objective data. Then, what was recorded through participant observation 
was put in field notes. All these steps had been done in order to obtain the 
research findings. Then, the researcher elaborated the result of mean score and 
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what was written in the field note in order to achieve the contrast in the research 
findings.  
The result of the first cycle was not really good and it did not achieve the 
indicator of success point. The score given is based on the criteria on the scoring 
rubric. The mean score of the first cycle was 52.7. it means the students score is 
categorized below the students’ standard achievement 66≥. Based on the result the 
teacher concluded that all the students still did not understand on how to write 
descriptive text well, therefore their writing result was still bad. This result needed 
the second cycle to improve students’ ability in writing descriptive sentence. 
The result of the second cycle was quite good rather than the first cycle. 
There were some significant improvements on students’ score. The mean score 
was 77.1. It means that most of the students could achieve the students’ standard 
achievement 66≥. This achievement showed that contextual teaching learning 
process could improve the students’ ability in writing descriptive sentence. 
 
Discussion 
Using contextual teaching and learning technique in teaching descriptive 
writing was effective to improve the achievement in writing a descriptive text. 
The mean score indicated the improvement on the students’ descriptive sentence 
writing achievement by teaching use contextual teaching and learning approach. 
At the second cycle there was more improvement on students’ descriptive 
sentence writing. The result was better than the first result. Through this research 
the writer shows that the students’ descriptive sentence writing achievement can 
be improved by using contextual teaching and learning technique. At the first 
cycle, most of the students had problems in writing descriptive sentence. They 
could not use appropriate adjectives to describe things in the classroom. Most of 
the students also made some mistakes in using to be am, is and are. At the second 
cycle there were more improvements on students’ descriptive sentence writing. 
The result was better than the first result.  
Based on the process, it was clearly showed by the students’ mean score 
which increased from the first cycle until the second cycle. At the first cycle the 
mean score was only 52.7 which was categorized below the students’ standard 
achievement 66≥. At the second cycle the mean score was 77.1. It indicated most 
of the students could fulfill the students’ standard achievement 66≥. The scores 
showed that the contextual teaching and learning technique can help the fifth 
grade students of MIN Bangka Belitung Pontianak to write descriptive sentence.  
On teaching learning process, the writer got that some students needed 
special attention from the teacher. It was because they faced some difficulties on 
learning material. 
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CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
One teaching approach that can help the students to write descriptive 
sentence is contextual teaching and learning approach. By using this approach the 
students can use the real context surrounding them as the object for their 
descriptive sentence. This classroom action research was conducted in two cycles 
with four main stages-planning, acting, observing and reflecting. The students 
kept improving step by step in each cycle until they fulfilled all indicators of 
success. Students’ descriptive sentence writing was improved by teaching used 
contextual teaching and learning approach. This was proved by the result of the 
mean score and the result of observation. Students’ descriptive writing skills of 
the fifth grade students of MIN Bangka Belitung Pontianak in the academic year 
2011/2012 was improved by teaching use contextual teaching and learning 
approach. The mean score of the first cycle test was 52.7. It was categorized 
below the students’ standard achievement. The mean score of the second cycle 
test was 77.1. It was categorized above the students’ standard achievement. The 
mean score indicated the improvement on students’ descriptive sentence writing 
achievement by teaching use contextual teaching and learning approach. Action 
hypothesis showed that teaching used contextual teaching and learning technique 
could improve students’ descriptive writing achievement. Based on the result, 
teachers can apply contextual teaching and learning technique to teach descriptive 
sentence writing. 
 
Suggestion 
Based on the result of the research, the writer would like to make some 
suggestions. In teaching descriptive sentence writing, teacher can use contextual 
teaching and learning approach. It is because CTL can be a great control activity 
for teaching practice that can be applied by the English teachers as it is very useful 
and helpful to improve students’ writing skills, especially descriptive writing. 
Teacher should be a problem solver and good supervisor for the students. 
Teacher should give the students chance to share their feelings and/or difficulties 
about classroom activities as input for teachers. It is because the students are also 
the source for teachers in teaching learning activities. Teacher should be able to 
manage the classroom writing activity effectively in order to create a nice and 
welcome atmosphere during the teaching learning process. It is because the 
classroom management is also important to influence the teaching learning 
process. A good class management can help students and teacher in the classroom 
in conducting teaching learning process well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
REFERENCES 
Dawson, C. 2002. Practical Research Methods, A User-Friendly Guide To 
Mastering Research Techniques and Projects, United Kingdom: How To 
Books Ltd.  
Eileen Ferrance. 2000. Action Research. LAB at Brown University The Education 
Alliance. 
Grenville K. 2001. Writing from Start to Finish. A Six Step Guides. 
Australia:Griffin Press South 
Hopkins, David. 2008. A Teacher Guide to Classroom Research. McGraw Hill 
Eduction. 
Kane, S. Thomas. 2000. Essential Guide to Writing. Oxford University Press Inc 
Kreeft, J, et all (Eds). 1994. Dialogue Journal Writing. Analysis of Student-
Teacher Interactive Writing in the Learning of English as a Second 
Language. National Institute of Education (NIE-G-83-0030). Washington 
DC. Center for Applied Lingusitics (ERIC Document Reproduction 
Service No ED 252 097) 
Null, Kathleen C. 2003. Teacher Created Material: How to Write a Paragraph. 
USA: Teacher Created Materials Inc.,    
Oshima, Alice and Ann Houge. 2006. Writing Academic English. New 
York:Addison Wesley Longman 
Provost, Tiffany. “How to Write a Descriptive Paragraph”,2009. Assessed on may 
1st, 2014 at http://www.howtodothing.com/education/how-to-write-a-
descriptive-pragraph. 
Schater, John Ph.D. The Master Teacher Series. Descriptive Writing 
